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Tt THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

PRONIBITES BY LAV, _THE REPAOOUCTION OF THIS PORM I8 . 25X1

1. The government of the USSR pays the greater part of its atbtention to
the mumber and quality of specialists turned out by its educational
system. It is possible that in the immigrant press there appear oc-
casional reproaches to the Soviet Government in this comnmection, These
are purely propaganda. : However, it is necessary to look at these re-
proaches very critically, even though in the early years of the Soviet
power there were some absurdities in the training of specislists; be-
ginning from 1932-1933 the government began to turn its attention ex-
clusively to this phase of education and, in particular, to the higher
levels of specizl education. From this period until 1939, in the USSR
great possibilities were presented to the majority of the population
for higher education. The basic requirement for entrance into insti-
tutions of higher cducation was that the candidate for embrancé have an
adequate general education., In several of the institutions of higher
education as, for example, those of the Merchant Fleet, candidates
for entrance were also required to be politically reliable,

2+ From the autumn of 1939, there began to be restrictions for the en-
trance into institubtions of higher learning, The first such restrice
tion was presented by the changing of the military draft law, This
change was made during the fourth irregular session of the Supreme
Soviet of the USSR held on 1 Sep 39. The change in the military
draft law boils down to the following: All citizens of the USSR who
have concluded middle school or corresponding educational institutions
and who will reach their 13th birthday during the year of conscription
into the Army (from 1 Jamuary to 31 December) and who are fit for mili-
tary service must serve in the Armed Forces, All students studying
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in the* middle schools or corresponding educational institutions who

shall reach their 17th birthday before 1 January are obliged to appear

in the rayon-Military Commissariat nearest their place of residence, and
register for the draft., Thus > by means of this law, the government greatly
cut down on the opportunities for young people to enter institutions of
higher learning. Children usually enter the middle school at the age

of eight years. In order to receive the right to take the entrance ex~
amination for an institution of higher learning, it is necessary to have

& cortificate of completion of the middle school (ten year) or of a corres-
ponding educational institition, Most students finish middle school when
they reach their 18th ysar which, under the new draft law, meens that they
ere eligible for military service. Obviously, they could not enter an
institution of higher leerning. They first had to serve their term of
conscription, After military service there are very, very few people who
go to institutions of higher learning. In connsction with this|
it is necessary to point out the following facts. On 1 Sep 38,
the first course of the Marine Engineering Faculty of the Leningrad Insti-
tute for Water-Transport Engineers

- ‘ .| Up to this
‘the Institute,. as had other higher educational. Anstitutions, received
the rormal quota of ‘studpnts for entrange into the. first,course,. In: ahout
‘after the issuing of the afore~mentioned draft.

lew, the major . - & i
?ﬁ—m were called up for military ser-
ce. In the first .courses there remained only women,_slderly men, and

individuals who Were deferred from the draft.for physital defects. Women
dldn't.enter the Marine Enginsering and Navigational Faculties of the Lenin-
grad Institute, and the physicel requirements far entrance were very strict.
Therefors, after the new draft lew came out, there were sbout 10 or 12
over-age men left in the firs} courses of these two faculties in the In-
stitute. Very meny students Trom the different courses of the Institutes
were teken into the Army es "volunteers™ in the end of 1939, when the

war begen with Finland.

The -following very serious restriction on the right to receive a higher
education was made by the government in 1940 On 2 Oct 4O, the Presidium
of the Supreme Soviet of the UBSR issued a law "on govermmental Iabor
reservess Among other thingg, the law mede the folfowing changes,

(a) The asbolition of scholarships to students in institutions of
- higher learning. Scholarships were to be given only to those -
students who had éxceptional grades in all subjects. Later on,
- dn order to receive a scholarship,. the student had to have at
. least two-thirds excellent grades in major subjects, and one-
third good grades in minor subjectss The reason for the lowering
of these standards was. the mass migration of students out of the
Institutes,. after the law.of 2 Oct LO was issued,

(®) Tthe‘,‘introguc_tien of tuitlon fees for studying in higher educational
institutions and in the 8th, -9%h,. and 10th classes of the middle
schools The cost was set as follows: - \

EUR . LI . - ' o ~‘\;‘5 :
.. (1) In Mescow, Leningrad, and capitals of the Soviet republics,
T00 rubles a year, SR

.. (2) -I'n;_,bthe.r cities, 300 rubles a year.
Obvioﬁisly, these restrictions greatly decreased the possibility of re-
ceiving higher education for the average worker. B | this

policy of the government met with rether serious opposition (even though
it was undercover) from the directors of various ministries., In the
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USSR’ the ‘majority of higher technical edycational institutions‘come ‘under
the, various ministries:” The “'dire‘ctqrs of: ministries all try to have as
Many specizlists with ‘higher education as possible, And so; insofar as
possible, they try by various means to meke it easier for their:-students
to receive scholarships. At the present time, in'several facultids of

the” Institutes it is sufficient to have "average" grades in all subjects,

in order to receive g scholarships . . = ,

‘o B}

Although at the 'p'.r‘r:eslenﬁ ‘time conditions foi éh'br'ancyq ‘and study in the B
higher educational institutions in the USSR are more diffdcult ‘than they'

Were before 1939, ‘the number of students issbill very significent, In
11953 in the USSR there were more than 800 ‘higher educabionel -institutions,

in wlhich were enrolled 1,l3lL,000 studentss. In 1953, 408,000 new' studerits

were. accepted into the firgt.courses :of thése institutions, In 1953,"
more .than 200,000 people graduated from institutess - P I

In the preworld Way If school yeer in the USSR (1939-1940) Lhere were
750 institutions of ‘higher learningy in which were enrclled 620,000
pecple, : o A
In 1917 before the Russien Revcﬂalutio‘_' s there were 96 institutions of - °

higher lsarning, in which V@re enrolled 117,000 peoples”

The basic t_ypés “of géhblast.ic %rkﬁone by students in the institutions
of Higher lsarning in the USSR aret :

‘.1

(a) ‘At‘t‘e‘n‘d:'!‘.ng lsctures by profésSors and instrictorss

(_b) Doing practical work in leboratories s offices, shops, clinics,
© etc,, under the direction of professors, instructors, and assis-
wbants, . . .

~ (e) Production pra¢tice under the direction of specially-assigned
directors.

Special attention is given in the USSR to seientific research work in
the higher educational institutions, _The Soviet of People's Cormmissars
of the USSR and the TsKVIP" (b) on 237Jun 36 took measures for the <ime
prévemeqt,of.‘_,scientifip regearch work .in higher edycational institutioms,
In'particular, it"was provided ‘that thé directors of ‘departmeits in
institutions of higher learning should make an individuel plan of 'sci-
entific research work foi every worker in the departmént “and " ghould.
work toward a systematic raising of scientific and ‘pedagogical qualifi~
cations of the workers in the department. In 195L;.there Were about
65,000 professors “ard instructors in higher educational institutions
in the Soviet Union, Y e SR )

.o a . ; &y PN REY Tl g e Wonoenen .
In graduate schools in all ipstitutions of higher learning and scientific
research. institutes in 1951, there were about 12,000 graduate students.

In 1953, in‘higher educational institutions there were about 8,800
student scientifie groups in which were enrolled more than 182,000 stu-
dents.
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